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Here's  a  new  slogan  for  housewives:     Share  to  Save. 

Briefly,  this  is  what  it  means:     share  your  equipment  -  your  washing  machine, 

your  vacuum  cleaner,  yes,  or  your  ironing  machine  and  your  sewing  machine  —  all 

equipment  that  is  "built  of  strategic  and  rital  metal,  share  with  your  neighbor. 

the 

Such  sharing  is  a  good  old  American  custom.     It  goes  hack  to/earliest  days 
when  all  babies  as  well  as  clothes  were  laundered  in  a  wooden  tub,  when  all  flat 
irons  were  heated  on  the  cook-stove,  and  when  neighbors  everywhere  exchanged  a  loaf 
of  freshly  baked  bread  for  a  jar  of  preserves  across  the  back  fence.     Such  sharing 
.ias  always  constituted  a  Good-Neighbor  policy,  familiar  to  Americans.     So  it  will  not 
be  difficult  today. 

Today,  our  nation  needs  those  metals  and  materials  and  labor  that  ordinarily 
go  into  household  equipment.  It  needs  them  for  tanks  and  planes  and  guns  that  will 
win  the  war.  So  why  not  have  a  Good  Neighbor  policy  in  your  own  community,  and  get 
tack  to  the  fundamentals  of  early  American  life?    Share-to-Save . 

By  sharing  equipment  with  your  neighbor  you  can  make  a  real  contribution  to 
the  nation's  war  efforts.    Such  sharing  will  help  release  materials  and  labor  for 
vital  war  production.     It  will  help  improve  farm  life  for  those  families  that  can't 
afford  equipment  at  any  price.     It  will  save  the  time  and  labor  and  money  of  you 
homemakers,  who  can  thus  put  your  efforts  to  taking  better  care  of  your  families  or 
to  productive  work  in  your  communities. 

Now  let's  look  at  some  of  the  ways  in  v/hich  y«u  and  your  neighbors  might  start 
*  Share- to-Save  program  in  your  community. 


First,  get  together  with  your  neighbors  and  take  stock  of  the  labor-saving 

equipment  you  all  have  on  hand.     Then  discuss  ways  and  means  of  sharing  it.  Let's 

take  washing  machines  and  irons  as  an  example.     In  the  average  home  these  pieces  are 

used  only  a  few  times  a  week.    The  rest  of  the  time  they  stand  idle.     Since  they  are 

built  to  stand  a  lot  of  hard  wear  for  many  years,  they  can  "be  shared  v/ith  two  or 

three  neighbors  with  not  much  extra  wear. 

Several  things  need  to  be  considered  in  working  out  a  sharing  plan.  First, 

not 

a  schedule  for  using  it  that  would/interfere  with  other  household  duties.  Second, 
the  cost  of  operation  -  that  is,  water,  heating,  lights,  and  something  for  the  wear 
and  tear.    By  adding  up  these  costs,  the  group  can  arrive  at  the  amount  each  should 
pay.    In  many  cases  these  charges  will  involve  no  exchange  of  money  -  only  of  equip- 
ment . 

Just  the  other  day,  a  homemaker  told  me  about  the  plan  she  had  worked  out 
with  a  neighbor  by  which  she  exchanged  the  use  of  her  washer  and  vacuum  cleaner  for 
the  use  of  her  neighbor's  ironing  machine.     Careful  figuring  showed  the  cost  of 
equipment  and  operation  to  be  about  equal. 

Since  the  sharing  of  equipment  in  the  home  naturally  limits  its  use  to  only 
a  few  families,  you  might  also  consider  having  equipment  pooled  at  a  community 
center,  and  a  plan  worked  out  for  its  use  by  the  whole  community.     This  has  already 
worked  successfully  in  many  places  v/ith  canning  equipment.    A  minimum  amount  of 
equipment  can  serve  several  households. 

A  vacant  room  or  building  centrally  located  is  the  first  consideration.  Fer~ 
haps  your  church  or  local  school  will  ba  able  to  house  your  venture.     Then  cones  the 
pooling  of  family-owned  equipment,  or  the  pooling  of  funds  to  purchase  a  minimum 
amount  of  new  or  good  second-hand  equipment.     Such  a  center  could  serve  not  only  as 
a  community  laundry  but  for  many  other  home making  and  community  jobs.    I  am  thinking 
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especially  of  its  use  as  a  sewing  center.     Think  what  it  would  mean  to  have  such  a 
place  equipped  with  sewing  machines,  cutting  tables,  and  other  equipment  to  aid  in 
making  and  caring  for  clothes.     Think  of  the  hats  and  coats  and  dresses  in  your 
community  that  can  be  renovated  to  do  duty  for  at  least  another  season,  possibly 
for  several  additional  seasons.    Think  of  the  number  of  defense  stamps  that  can  be 
purchased  with  the  savings. 

Now  just  a  word  about  care  and  repair  of  your  equipment.     Regardless  of  the 
scope  of  your  Share-to-Save  plan,  properly  cared  for  equipment  is  more  important 
than  ever  before.    Be  sure  it  is  in  good  repair  to  begin  with.     Have  it  checked 
over  by  someone  who  knows  the  construction  of  such  equipment.    Dig  up  the  instruc- 
tion books  and  review  recommendations  made  by  the  manufacturer  for  use  and  care  of 
the  equipment.    Be  sure  the  whole  group  lenows  the  proper  way  to  operate  a  washer, 
for  example,  to  avoid  damage  to  the  motor  or  wringer  and  to  prevent  accidents.  Be 
sure  each  user  knows  how  to  oil  the  motor,  the  wringer,  and  how  to  clean  the  machine 
and  care  for  the  cord. 

Bemember,  each  day  you  can  prolong  the  life  of  your  household  goods  is  a  day 
given  to  the  war  effort.    Any  any  equipment  you  can  share  with  a  neighbor  lessens 
demands  on  factories  which  must  be  running  day  and  night  to  supply  the  needs  of  our 
soldiers  and  sailors. 
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